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The Alankara doctrine in Sanskrit Poetics is perhaps as old as the
theory on 'poetry’ itself. The term Alankara has a broad as well as a
narrow connotation. It stands for Kavyasaundarya or poetic beauty
itself in broad significance. In Vedas, Alankaras such as Upama are
seen used. In Niruktha, the synonym Karmopama, Bhoothopama,
Roopopama, Sidhopama etc. are also seen used by Yaska. By Panini's
time, Upama had attained poetical acceptability. Panini had also used
the words Upamana, Upamitha, Samanya, Upama etc. as Oupamya,
Upamitha, Sadrisya etc. It cannot be gainsaid that Alankaras were
subjected to scientific treatise for the first time by Bharatha. He has
defined four Alankaras, viz. Upama, Roopaka, Deepaka and Yamaka.
He hasalso given a list of thirty six Alankaras. The prominent Acharyas
in Alankara Sampradaya are Dandin, Bhamaha and Udbhata. They
have merged Rasa in Alankara. It was Rudrata who classified Alankara
as Sabdalankara and Arthalankara. This paper contains a glimpse of
these Alankaras.
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