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Abstract

It is well-known fact that the inscription of Jetavana monastery occupies
a significant place amidst the other inscriptions found in Sri Lanka.
Although this inscription is identified an inscription of Jetavana, it has
already been attested that it’s real name should be the inscription of
Abhayagiri According to the apparent evidence by Prof. Paranavitana.
The inscription was found from an Adjacent place of Kuttam Pokuna of
Anuradhapura and today it is available in the museum. It is 4 feet and
4 inches in length and 3 feet and 3 inches in width. The prosaic system
has been inscribed by using around forty lines on the inscription.
Currently, only the middle part of inscription has been survived. This
inscription has been written by the Sanskrit Language and Devanagari
characters. Further, the inscription dates back to the 9th century and it
will be very helpful to study the behavioral system of the order of the
Sanga community of that period. the information of this inscription
is very useful to investigate the contemporary society of the order of
monks and to understand the monastic management system. The usage
of the Sanskrit Language and Devanagari Characters in Sri Lanka can
also be studied by this Inscription.

Key Words: Abhayagiriya Monastery, Anuradhapura, Jetavana Sanskrit
inscription, monastic management, monks’ society.
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