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Abstract

Many of Symbols which are not considered as letters were found
in dealing with the archeological activities from last period of the
19th century up to date in Sri Lanka. Occasionally, these have been
mentioned in the places where letters were available, and some of
which have been denoted alone. These were noted on the various
materials like stone, clay, metal, talipot. In addition to thousands of
symbols found in various places in our country, many such symbols
as these were found in the various places in the world. Also there are
such symbols as these are found among the paintings drawn by the
men who lived before and after the advent of the characters. Many of
evidences of using these symbols for their paperwork have been found
specially since the beginning of the civilizations. Symbols like these
were created by men with a view to any of the purposes whatsoever
through the experiences gained over thousands of years ago. What is
considerable here is that the language ability, which is considered as a
special capability obtained in the human evolution, has affected this. In
examining the history of using this system of symbols for the language
ability , these symbols occupy a central position. It is because of the fact
that at the beginning, symbols like this have been used for representing
the language. Communication activities have made a great impact on the
regular development of human society. According to the archaeological
and anthropological researches currently occurred, Homo habilis
were concerned as the first human group who used language at the
human evolution. Human group who lived after them have used the
term language, in a more advanced manner. It is accepted that, by the
period of upper Paleolithic era, symbols were used by ancient people
for the communication activities in human evolution. Environmental
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experiences were used for creating the symbols when doing their living
activities. This has played a major for forming the alphabets used for
writing activities in the later ages. It should be considered why these
symbols were used by those people because these symbols considered
as non letters have been used by the ancient people for the various
reasons in many parts of the island. When observing these various
symbols, it can be concluded that these symbols can be identified as
letters belong to the dead language or belong to the religious language
which does not exist at present.

Key Words : symbols, letters, communication, dead language, religious
language.
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