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Abstract

More than 15 monastery complexes with double platform residences
have been reported in the country so far. Double platform residences
bear a resemblance in design features, while in some places double
platform residences with minor variations can also be seen. Ritigala
is one such place. The moat, a key feature of the Double Platform
Residences, is absent from the Ritigala Double Platform Residences.
Stone bridges have been used at several locations to protect the concept
of some of the double platform residences in Ritigala, but the existence
of moats cannot be confirmed. Even double-platform residences,
such as Tiriyaya, which have been drafted with information about
the trenches that bring water to the moat, need to study in depth how
the context of the double-platform residences at Ritigala has changed
in the background that is now clearly identified. Double platform
residences, which are connected to the ground as a staircase instead of
stone bridges, are also capable of showing that difference. In addition
to the dual platform, two double platform residences with another small
building can be seen in Ritigala. It is also a new addition to the basic
concept. Another specialty here is the construction of the building on
the tam behind several double platform residences. Such constructions
are not common to all locations with double platform residences, but
are characteristic of a handful of locations, such as Manakanda. Due
to the ecological nature of Ritigala, it is in a cool environment and it
1s necessary to inquire whether they have been slightly modified. If
it had changed due to that nature, a change of architectural elements
would have been to be expected in such a context. It is noteworthy that
the architect has even worked to preserve the creative quality by using
decorative mortar. An example of the fine architecture that can be seen
here is the design of the building in line with the environment, free
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from the tradition of changing the environment as required to design
the building. In addition to the nature of these features, it is also special
to see all the stone urinals and toilets associated with this place. Among
the constructions here are the technical techniques used to connect the
slabs to each other, and the application of large stone slabs leveled to
certain double platform residences has increased its symbolic value.

Key Word: monastery complexes, Ritigala, Double Platform, architect.
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