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“The writer of this verse which is the earliest
of what may be called literary criticism that we have
in sinhalese has prefered to remain anonymous, it is
however signifiant that he characterizes the
composition that he criticizes as an empty song and
questions whether it is poetry..........

Such writing according to the terminogy of the
Sanskrit Alankara would be svabhavokthi, natural
description"*
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“It seems. therfore, that among the literary men
of the period of our graffiti, there were two divergent
views with regard to svabhavokthi some did not admit
them as poetry, while others did so"*
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