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The word Chandas is to be represented vital part in both
Vedic and Classical Sanskrit Literature. From the time
of uncertain history, in Indian tradition, it is believed that
knowledge has been passed down by memorizing the
mantras from generation to generation orally. Somethin g
in lyrical form is easier of memorizing. For this sole reason,
most of Sanskrit scriptures are written in verse form.
Chandas is a vidya so that we can say, it is the science
of metre. Chandas being the science of rhythm became
a very important part in ancient education system as well.
Here described the origin of chandas, its definition and
development, a brief idea of Vedic and Classical metres,
their types and the elements of Chandas. Further it is
discussed how the Chandas plays an important roie in
Vedic and Classical literature. The reference of
considering Chandas as one of the vedangas is discussed
here. An account of the origin and development of
Chandassastra has also been accommodated here. A note
of the varieties of Vedic and Classical metres are added
here. End of this paper a brief sketch of some elements
of prosody viz., gana, yati, devata, varna and gotra, bhiita
sankya are also included.
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